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Critical infrastructure involves the significant sectors within the economy whose systems and assets are of vital importance in the performance of a nation. The United States of America has thus ensured the protection and survival of these critical infrastructures through a National Infrastructure Protection Plan (NIPP). NIPP protects these critical infrastructures by establishing an approach that helps in formulating national policies and plans on resource allocation.  In ensuring the protection plan is sufficient, the United States uses the risk management approach that helps in setting goals, identifying the risks and priorities, implementing programs, and measuring the effectiveness of these programs (Lewis, 2019). America has made the protection of CI their priority, and they ensure that by initiating various efforts.
NIPP highlighted more than ten sectors that are critical and need to be protected. Among these sectors include; communication, food and agriculture, government facilities, and manufacturing industries, among others. Kang (2017) claim that, the protection plan of these infrastructures is vital as it helps in the proper allocation of resources to sectors such as food and Agriculture that demands more attention. The program also helps in identifying threats and implementing measures to deal with those threats. For instance, the threats facing the energy sector, such as global warming and the emission of carbon in the atmosphere, can be identified using this plan. Measures can then be implemented to mitigate such threats. Moreover, NIPP is used for future planning by taking into consideration the present demands and future expectations and population increase.
The government has taken various efforts to protect critical infrastructures. These efforts vary depending on the sectors. In the food and Agricultural sector, recent efforts have been made to preserve its existence. Scientific programs aimed at editing the genetic composition of plants have been introduced. The plan seeks to produce crops that have higher yields while using less water to grow. The effort will increase food productivity and respond to the increase in population. In the protection of the transportation sector, measures have been taken to improve safety as well as efficiency. In achieving that, America adopted the installation of cameras in highways that help in monitoring the safety of people. The cameras also help in alerting emergency services in case an accident occurs (Bennett, 2018). 
Protecting critical infrastructures is not an easy task. The implementation of measures to protect these infrastructures also requires a lot of resources that causes a significant challenge to the government. The modern world also faces challenges in sectors such as defense as terrorism is on the increase. The need to invest in research and development is, therefore, vital as it helps in advancing the technology and expertise needed in addressing these challenges. In meeting the demand of these critical infrastructures, ensuring sustainability should as well be a top priority as it ensures future survival.   







References
Bennett, B. T. (2018). Understanding, assessing, and responding to terrorism: Protecting critical infrastructure and personnel. John Wiley & Sons.
Kang, H. J. (2017). A Study on the Continuity Essential Function of Critical Infrastructure Protection System for Public Safety. Journal of Digital Contents Society, 18(4), 795-802.
Lewis, T. G. (2019). Critical infrastructure protection in homeland security: defending a networked nation. John Wiley & Sons.
